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ABSTRACT N. 53

MAMMARY PAGET DISEASE WITH OCCULT DCIS: A RARE MALE CASE
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Mammary Paget disease (MPD) is a rare intraepidermal ade-
nocarcinoma accounting for 1-4% of breast malignancies,
usually associated with underlying ductal carcinoma in situ
(DCIS) or invasive carcinoma. It is rare in men and may pre-
sent with atypical clinical features. We report the case of a
74-year-old man presenting with an asymptomatic, asymmet-
ric erythematous plaque with a surrounding brownish pig-
mented area of the right nipple-areolar complex. Dermos-
copic examination revealed non-specific red and white struc-
tureless areas with atypical polymorphous vessels, raising
suspicion of amelanotic melanoma. Notably, no eczematous
changes, erosion, or ulceration of the nipple-areolar com-
plex were present, contributing to diagnostic uncertainty.
Histopathological examination of a punch biopsy revealed a
predominantly intraepidermal pagetoid proliferation of atypi-
cal cells consistent with MPD, with focal invasion of the pap-

illary dermis. Mammography and breast ultrasonography re-
vealed no detectable breast mass or axillary lymphadenopa-
thy. The patient underwent right mastectomy with sentinel
lymph node biopsy. Final histopathology confirmed diffuse
MPD with focal dermal microinvasion associated with a 5-
mm DCIS G1; lymph nodes were negative for metastasis.
The final pathological stage was pT1mic pNO(sn)(i—). No ad-
juvant therapy was indicated, and the patient was enrolled
in follow-up. This case highlights an unusual presentation of
male MPD. Although histologically consistent with a typical
Paget disease, the clinical presentation was atypical due to
the absence of the characteristic eczematous changes, ero-
sion or ulceration of the nipple-areolar complex. This clini-
co-pathological discordance, together with the melanoma-
-like dermoscopic pattern, represents a relevant diagnostic
pitfall.
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